. b ;i
Sobonya, David P. ¢ 7 . e
Fronu Margolin. Jashl |
Sent: Thursday, January 30, 2014 5:22 PM
Tes: - FQIPAReguast
Subject: | FOIA recuast from ABG News
Attachments: | Seegerobildocx :
January 30, 2014
Federal Bureau of Investigation
Attr: FOUPA Request |
Record/Information Dissemination Section
170 Mareel Drive
Winchester, VA 22602-4843

i |3

Re: Freedom of Information Act Request §
Dear Sir or Madam: 1
Under the provisions of the Froedom of Information Act, 1 request a copy, of any and all records in all printed
and electronic formats concerning Pete Seeger (May 3, 1818 - January €7, gi}ﬁ} A news article confirming his
death is attached to this tequest, %
Please provide these records electronically, if possible. :
n order to help 1o determine my status 10 assess foes, please be advised that i am s reporier with ABC Nesws,
the news division of a general-interest television network based in the Umtud b‘tatﬁs and broadcasting
internationally, and this 'up.mi is made as part of news-gathering and mt fer a ummmmai use
{ request a waiver of all fees for this request. Disclosure of the requested mfam}mon is in the public nterest
hecause it will contribute significantly to public understanding of the oper, mns ior activities of the government.
Should vou determine tb;at g ywaiver is not warranted, T am willing to pay fees up to a maximum of $200.00, If
you estimate tha the ius will excesd this limit, please inform me frst,
Please respond to this rﬁ::@uest via e-ail al pr by regular mail at: b6

Josh Margolin

b 4 FEB m




Reporter

ABC News

47 West 66" St
4" Floor

New York, NY 100236

Shauld vou have any questions regarding this request, | may be reached \{ia e-myail a]

298

ot by phone at

Thank you for your cons

josh Margolin

Sonior investigative Beparier
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Zhe New Pork Eimes

httg:f}www,metim:fes‘com! 2014/01/ 29!ai“tsfmusicigeta*seegeﬁsongwrf_terfgné«:ham nion-of-folk-music-
dies-at-94 htmp?_g=0

Pete Séfeger, Songwriter f,md
Champion of Folk Mustc, Dies at 94

By JON PARELES

JAN. 28, 2014

‘ ¢ :
Pete Seeger, the singer, folk-song collector and songwriter who
spearheaded an American folk revival and spent & long career champiomng
folk nusic as hoth a vital heritageand & catalyst for social change, died
Monday. He was 94 and lived in Beacon, NY.
His death was confirmed by his grandson, Kitama Cahill J ackson, who said
he died of natural causes at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital

Mr, Seeger’s career carried hint from singingfai labor rallies to the Top 10
to college anditoriums to folk festivals, and from a éonviction for contempt
of Congress {after defying the House Un-AmericaniActivities Committee in
the 1950s) to performing on the steps of the i{;incfﬁis Mameorial at an
inaugural concert for Barack Obama.

For Mr. Seeger, folk music and asense of community wers inseparable, and
where he saw a cormmunity, he saw the passibility of political action.

In his hearty tenor, Mr. Seeger, & beanpole of & map who most often played
12-string guitar or five-string banjo, sang topical songs and children’s
songs, humorous tunes and earnest anthems, always encouraging listeners
to join in, His agenda paralleled the concerns of the American jeft: He sang
for the lubor movement in the '40s and ‘sos, for civil rights marches and
anti-Vietnam War rallies in the "60s, and for environmental and antivar
causes in the 703 and beyond. “We Shall Overcome,” which My, deeger
adapted from old spiritaals, beeame a oivil rights anthem.

Mr. Scoger was a prime mover in the folk vevival that transformed popular
music in the 19508, As a member of the Weavers, he sang hits inchuding
Lead Belly's “Goodnight, Irene” — which reached No. 1~ and “HiHadsa
Hammer, which he wrote with the group's Lee Hays, Anothor of Mr.
Seeger’s songs, “Where Have All the Flowers Gone?,” brcame an antiwar
standard. And in 1065, the Byrds had aNo. 1 hit with a folk-rock version of
“Tarnt Turn! Tarnll Mr. Seeger's setting of a passage from the Baok of
Eeclesigstes. s
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4.8, Department of Justice

Federal Bureay of Investigation

Washinglon, D.C. 20538

Fabruany 4, 2014

MR, JOSH MARGOLIN

ABC NEWS

ATH FLOOR

47 WEST 88TH STREEY
REW YORK, NY 10023-6208

EOIPA Benuest Nos 1251313-008
Subiech SEEGER, FETE
Dear Mr. Margoling

This s in responss 1o your Fregdom of information At {FOIA) reguast

A sparch of the Central Records System maintained af FBI Headguarters irticated thal reconds
potertiadly responaive to the FOIA have heen sent 1o the National Archives and Records Adindsiration
(NARA). Sirice these records wace 1ot reviewed, i is not known if they are actsally responsive 1o the FOIA

If you wish toteview these potentially responsive records, send your request o NARA at fhe followng
address using file number 100-HG-200845 as & refarenos:

National Archivas and Records Adpiinistration
8801 Adelphi Road
Cotiege Park, MO 207406001

By standard FBI practice and pursuant to FOIA exemplion (Y THE)Y and Frivacy Act exernglion 8
15 ULR.C §§ 5525528 OUTHE), (K2, this response neither confirms not denies the axistence of your
subject's name on any watch lists.

For yout information, Congress excludad three discrele calegorias of law enfarcement and national
security recards from the requirements of the FOIA. See 5 U.S. C. § 552(¢) (2008 & Hupp. V(2010 Tuois
response is fimited to those records {hat are subject to the requiremants of the FOIA. This is o stardard
nolification thet is given to all our requesters and should not be taken as an indication that excluded records
do, or do not, exist. -~

You may file an appsaal by wriling to the Divector, Office of Information Policy (OF), U8, Department
of Justice, 1425 New York Ave., NW, Suite 11050, Washington, 0.0, 20830-8001, or you may submitan
appaal through OIF s eFOIA portal at h{tgrﬂmvwmstiwxzwe’¢>§;}:‘e§aia~9m‘tai,mmi. Yaur gppeal must be
received by OIF within sixty (803 days fram the dale of this letier inovder to be considered fimely. tha
snvelope and 1he letier shiould ba cleady masked ‘Freadom of information Appeal” Please citg the FIHPA
Reguest Nuraber in any correspondence to us for proper identiieation of your reguest.

Enciosed for your information is a sopy of the FB Fact Shest.

Sincerely,

David M. Hardy

Section Chief,

Record/iniommiation
Digsentination Sechon

Records Management Divigion
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FBI FACT SHEET

The primary functions of the FBl are national security and faw enforcement.
‘The FBI does not keep a file on every citizen of the United States.
The FBI was not established until 1308 and we have very few records priot fo the 1920s.

FBI files generally contain reports of FB investigations of & wide range of matlers, including counterterronsny,
counier-intatiigence, cyber crime, public corruption, civil nights, arganized crime, white collar crime, major thefts,
viglent crime, and applicants.

The FE! does not issue clearances or non-clearances for anyone other than its own personnel or persons
having access to FBl facilities, Background investigations for security clearances are conducied by many
different Government agencies.  Persons who received a clearance while in the military or employed with some
ather government agancy should contact that entity.  Most government agencies have websites which are
scosssible on the internet which have their contact information.

A criminal history ssunmary check or “rap sheet” is NOT the same as an “FBI file.” {tis a listing of information
taken from fingerprint cards and related documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests, federal
employment, naturalization or military service, The subject of 2 *rap sheet’ may oblain a copy by stibmilting &
writien request to FBI, Craminal Justice information Services (CJHIS) Division, Record Request, 1060 Custer Hollow
Road, Clarksburg, West Virginia 26306, Along with & specific written request, the ndividual must subrmit a new full
set of histher fingerprints in order to locate the record, establish positive identification, and ensurg that an
individual's records are not disserinated to an unauthorized person. The fingerprint submission must inchude the
subject’s name, date and place of birth, There is a required fee of §18 for this service, which must be submitted by
money srder or certified check made nayable to the Treasury of the United States. A credit card payment aption i&
also avallable.  Forrs for this oplion and additional directions may be shiained by accessing the FBI Web site at
www,{bi>gowa‘cssut—usﬁcjisf‘backgmund~chaek$maakgrwnd_«‘:hacks,

The National Name Check Program {(NNCP) conducis a search of the FBI's Universal ndex (UNI} o enlify any
information contained in FBI records that may be associated with an individual and provides the results of that
search (o a requasting federal, state or lacal agency. Names are searchad in 8 multitude of combinations and
phonetic spellings 1o ensure all records are located. The NNCP also searches for both “main™ and “oross
reference” files. A main file is an entry that carries the name corresponding to the subject of a file, while & cross
reference is mevely a mention of an individual confained in & file. The resulls from a search of this magnitude can
result in several “hits™ and “idents” on an individual  In each instance where UNI has identified 8 name variation or
reference, information must be reviewed fo determine i it is applicable to the individual in question.

The Record/information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for records and provides coples of FBI fles
respansive to Freedom of Information of Privacy Act (FOIPA) requasts for information.  RIDS provides responsive
documents to requesters seeking “reasonably described information.”  For a FOIPA search, the subiecl's name,
avent, activity, or business ls searched to determine whather there is an associated investigative fife.  This is called

2 “main file search” and differs fram the NNGP search.

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FBI, VISIT OUR WERSITE AT
wwe fhi.goy
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Mr. Seeger was @ mentor 1o younger folk and'\;mpicé} singers in the ‘508 and
‘608, among them Bob Divlan, Don Mclhean and Bornice Johnson Keagon,
wha founded Sweet Honey in the Rock, Decades later, Bruce Springstesn
drew the songs on his 2006 album, “We Bhall Overcome: The Seeger
Sessions,” from Mr. Seeger’s repertoire of traditional music about a
rurbulent American experience, and in 2009 he performed Woody
Guthrie’s “This Land Is Your Land” with Mr. Seeger at the Obama
inaugural. At a Madison Square Garden concert celebrating Mr. Seeger's
goth birthday, Mr. Springsteen introduced him as ‘a Hving archiveof
America’s music and couscience, a testament of the power of sang angd
culture to mudge history along.”

L
e

Although he revorded more than 100 alburns, My, Seeger distrusted
commercialism and was never comfortable with the idea of stardom. He
invariably tried to use his celebrity to bring attention and contributions to
the causes that moved him, or o the traditional songs hewsanted to
preserve, v _

Mr. Seeger saw himself as part of 2 continuing folk tradition, constan tly
reeyeling and revising musie that had been honed by tine.
S

During the MeCarthy era Mr. Sesger's political affillations, including
membership in the Communist Party in the 19405, led to his being
Blacklisted and later indicted for contempt of Congress. The pressure broke
up the Weavers, and Mr. Seeger dizappeared from television until the late
19605, But he never stopped recording, performing and listening to songs
from ordinary people. Through the decades, his songs have become part of
America's folkdore.

“My job,” he said in 2004, “is to show folks therea a lot of good music in
this world, and i used right it may help to save the planet.”

Peter Seeger was born on May 3, 1919, 10 Charles Seeger, a musicologist,
and Constance de Clyver Bdson Seeger, 8 coneert violinist. His parents later
divorced. { :

.

He began playing the ukulele while sttending AvoniOld Farms, a private
boarding school in Connectious. His father and his stepmother, the
composer Ruth Crawford Seeger, were collecting and transcribing ruval
American folk rusic, as were folklorists lke d ohn and Alan Lomax. He
heard the five-string banjo, which would become his main instrumend,
when his father took him to a square-dance festival in North Carolina.
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